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The purpose of this book 
This source book is a guide for players who are playing TRIAC operatives from the Commonwealth of 

Britannia. It contains a number of sections detailing social structure, outlook to other nations and also a 

costume and roleplaying guide as well as a brief history of the nation.  

 

This may seem a slightly restrictive way of defining your character but the Age of Aether is made up of 

many distinctive and defining cultures and outlooks and it is this way for a reason. If you find after reading 

the book that the Commonwealth is not for you then we invite you to look at the gazetteers that detail 

the six other nations to see if these suit you better. 

 

The seven playable nations are all very different and have their own unique style and quirks. After this first 

section that explains the reason behind the documents the rest of the gazetteer is an in character (IC) 

document, written by a foremost scholar of the day and can be downloaded, printed and used as a 

prop and reminder to help with information in game. 

 

In any case please read through the book and choose your concept carefully. You will enjoy your 

experience so much more if you choose the right archetype to immerse yourself in and we hope you find 

you niche in one of the seven.  

 

Happy reading  

Macifaria Games 

A note on the world as it is 
The nations or this world are very different from the ones you know. This world is like ours in many ways 

and has a lot of the same history. In our version however, certain events happened, or possibly didn’t, 

which have shaped the planet in very different ways.  

 

In this world invaders from Mars landed on earth in the early part of the 19th century.  As a result of this, 

history changed and we see the series of events we have laid out in front of us in these books.  

 

Another huge difference is the change in technological advancement that resulted from the Martian 

invasion. Science moved down different paths leaving no room for technology as we know it to advance. 

Frankly, in a world with a tech derived from advanced alien thinking and new alien elements and 

resources, why would you continue to use the mere mundane in the wake of such wonders? Who needs 

cannons when you could have heat rays…? 

 

Ultimately, this world is different. Time scales have altered; things happened or didn’t happen according 

to the forces that affected them. It is this world you need to embrace to fully experience this alternate 

reality, a world inspired, but not copied from the writings of H G Wells and other great literary minds. 

 

And with that in mind please read on…  



 

 

A NATION UNIFIED 

THE NEW VICTORIAN COMMONWEALTH 
A REVISED GAZETTE BY RENOWNED HISTORIAN  

DR HERBERT MAITLAND (1875) 
 

The New Victorian Commonwealth is the culmination of years of bitter resentment between the 

commonwealth of Britannia and the Royal Australian Protectorate.  

The nations were born out of the first Martian war and separated with the rise of the admiralty and the 

loss of the Royal family off the coast of Australia. 

 When London was destroyed during the first war, it took the lives of the majority of the royal family and 

the leading figures of the British Empire with it. The remaining heads of state were in no way capable of 

controlling the vast amount of territory and logistics necessary to control and sustain the Empire. Slowly, 

but surely, the tide of war swept across the British territories and the once great power collapsed amidst 

the conflict. 

For the remainder of the war, the British held on and fought across the globe, losing slowly alongside the 

other nations as the Martians steadily exterminated the human race. When the first war ended and the 

invaders perished to a disease or virus unknown, the British began to resurrect their shattered lands and 

looked to home first. They began to rebuild London and the other destroyed cities of mainland. The old 

Empire however was lost forever and only a few colonies and protectorates remained. 

Out of these ashes the new Commonwealth of Britannia was born. 

Then in 1837 the news arrived that some royal blood still remained and in the colony of Australia a 

young Queen Victoria still reigned over the continent and held the love and admiration of her people. 

It is rumoured that the young Queen, then just a princess and babe in arms, walked from the outback 

years before with her parents and into glory. The family had been on a visit to Australia when their ship 

was destroyed by the invaders as they attacked the planet. Years later they were guided out of the 

wastelands by native aborigines. They had accepted the family and the young babe would grow to 

bring all the disparate people of the continent together with one goal. Survival.   

When the Admiralty heard of this colony of separatists, convicts and savages who now claimed Royal 

sovereignty they refuted the claim and refused to recognise the young monarchs’ reign. With the 

depleted forces of both nations in no state to war against one another, an uneasy calm settled on the 

situation. The only contested land between the two nations were the islands of the Caribbean and a 

treaty was drawn up that separated the Island into two halves.  

When the T.R.I.A.C was formed the Admiralty instantly saw the worth of the organisation and fervently 

supported both the creation of the organisation and the push to a universal currency. When the invaders 

returned, the Commonwealth pledged everything to push back the threat once again. The gauss 

powered navy of the nation was at the forefront of the fight. Britannic infantry expeditionary forces armed 

with gauss and aether weapons hold the line against the forces of the red planet.  

The R.A.P has, for many years built up its air forces to the point that they work alongside its armies to 

protect the borders of Australia and its surrounding islands, ready to push back and destroy any threat 

from alien incursion. The hulking, twin-decked Victoria Class Aether Zeppelins are an imposing sight to 

see as they move at the centre of any fleet formation of Royal Australian forces. 

Where the Commonwealth is primarily a naval power due to the need to protect its shores, the 

Protectorate has focused on air power and it’s so called air armada is one of the biggest in the world, its 

Victoria class sky fortresses are only matched in size by the Tsar Class sky ships of the Russian Collective. 

They fly over the nation’s holdings at home and abroad, their bellies filled with smaller craft and sky 

marines that defend against all enemies both foreign and domestic.  

Victoria herself has managed to bring together a nation of colonists, natives and convicts. She has shown 

herself to be a worthy leader and a loved one at that. Reports are, that her age is not apparent from her 

appearance and that she is a vision of youth and strength. She is not afraid of hard work and prefers 

fashion more applicable to the climate and nature of her country rather than the high fashion of her 

royal ancestry. From the town of New London, north of Sydney, the Queen rules her nation from a small 

residence which could hardly be called a palace if placed in contrast with those back in England. Her 



 

 

parliament governs the everyday affairs of the Protectorate and the air armada and its Commodores 

see to the defence of the realm. 

That was until the fall of the Admiralty and the summit of 1874.  

The nations were unceremoniously slammed back together when through a series of events that led to 

the destruction of the Intuition engine that was controlling the Commonwealth and the political 

wrangling of TRIAC agents and the two heads of state, Victoria and Lord Wigglesworth, led the nations 

to reunify in the face of Martian and other Alien threats.  

At the new accord signings on Oak Island in October of 1874, the new nation of the New Victorian 

Commonwealth was announced. Victoria would be Queen, and Lord Wigglesworth would act as Prime 

minister governing the political infrastructure of the new enormous world spanning nation.  

Victoria has returned and the Queen sits on the throne of a realm that includes protectorates throughout 

the globe. The sun it seems once again does not set on a Victorian, should we dare to say, Empire? Only 

time will tell. 

 
 
The State of the Nation 
 

Since the reunification of 1874, the Commonwealth is a very different place. The nation 

consists of Australia Britannia, the New Republic of Caledonia, The Argentine Collective and 

The Victorian West Indies. The healing of the rifts between the two major nations of Britain 

and Australia, and the fall of the Admiralty have raised the living conditions and quality of life 

for all who call the nation home. 

 

All protectorate nations keep their sovreignty and their own standing armies and 

governments and in turn they all agree to work in unison to defend any one of the 

protectorates or Britannia and Australia in equal measure under the new defence of the 

realm act that was written and agreed by Commonwealth Parliament shortly after the 

ratification of the new nation at the Oak Island Accords of October 1874.  The act enables 

the crown or any individual protectorate government to request aid from any other in 

defence of their nation when all other measures have failed and in need of additional 

assistance.  

 

The harsh conditions of the old Admiralty regime have been washed away as Victorias new 

policies swept through Parliament and a new initiative to remove the equality and poverty 

from her first home was enacted in December of 1874. Amidst the war and threat of 

annihilation that was posed by the Martians and the new threat from the world eater and its 

minions, the nation was cleared of the taint of oppression and new common laws were 

placed down to protect the people and eliminate tyranny. This was a new Britannia and a 

new start.  

 

Australia continues to be the seat of Royal power of the Commonwealth and the political 

might sits at Parliament in Britannia but unlike the past, the Prime minister Wigglesworth and 

her Majesty seem to understand each other and work hand in hand to ensure the strength 

and stability of new Victorian Commonwealth.  

 

The Military forces of the nation are now stronger for the unification. While still weakened by 

the overall battering they have taken collectively over the last two years, the air power of 

the Sky Armadas and the British surface fleets, combined with the hardened troops of 

Argentina and the Republic of Caledonia means that the nation is a formidable global 

power that can answer any threat in any of its colonies speedily and with extreme prejudice.  

 

The economy of the Commonwealth is geared around the production of goods in the west 

indies and its protectorates alongside many trade deals that have been organised by Prime 



 

 

minister Wigglesworth, using his astounding web of contacts and influence built up over 

decades of working in the foreign office.  

 

The Commonwealth is in a good place now and finally it seems that the people who now fall 

under its protection have rulers that are working in their interests, to protect and defend a 

nation that seems to be growing into one of the most powerful in the world.  

 
 
 
Names and Personalities of Note 
 
Queen Victoria Sax Coburg 
A young steely eyed woman, not afraid of work and masterful at the political game.  Her silver tongue has swayed 
convicts, criminals and natives alike into believing wholeheartedly in her.  It may be noted that some remaining 
records indicate that Victoria should be well into her 50s by now, yet she retains the appearance youth and vigour 
of a much younger woman. 
Since the signing of the Oak Island Accords and the reunification of the nations of Australia and Britannia, her 
Majesty has been ever more active in the prosecution of a united Commonwealth and a stronger nation for all 
her subjects equally. Whether you are English, Scottish, Australian Argentinian or a citizen of the Commonwealth 
West Indies, it seems that this queen sees nothing but people under her care and has their best interests, it 
seems, truly at heart.  
 
Charlotte Babbage 
Chief Scientist and daughter of the great Charles Babbage. Charlotte was conscripted into the Admiralty early 
on.  It was her continuation of her fathers work on the difference engine that lead to her creating the Martian 
technology inspired Intuition engine. Since the uncovering of the intuition engine to have been the reason that 
the Admiralty held sway over the nation for so long and the subsequent destruction of the device, Miss 
Babbage has not been seen and is presumed dead.  
 
The right honourable Prime Minister, Sir Edmond Wigglesworth III,  
Edmund spent most of his youth going around the world with his father on the ambassadorial circuit, a bit of a 
gambler in his youth he has contacts both in the diplomatic and underworld circles. 
Absolutely useless with weapons he grew up surrounded by aides and personal guards, so he tends to come 
over a bit entitled. The exact scope of the Martian resurgence is no mystery to him however and his contacts in 
the international community are second to none. If you want something talked about at the highest level, it’s a 
good bet that Sir Edmund is involved somewhere along the line.  Since taking up his post as Commonwealth 
Prime Minister, Sir Edmund has been rather busy and has had no real time to socialise, having been in constant 
political debate to make sure that the New Commonwealth is as strong as it can be internationally.  
 
Doctor James Rigston-Carter 
A charming if slightly oily man, Doctor Rigston-Carter deals with the maintenance and building of the sky armada. 
Rumours abound about Dr Rigston-Carter’s qualifications and his suitability to head the engineering projects for 
the protectorate. He is however, a favourite of the Queen and as such these rumours generally fall on deaf ears. 
Rigston-Carter is a simple man and not one for standing on ceremony, treating everyone as an equal. He is the 
creator and driving force behind Pacific Freedom and its satellite projects.  
Since the reunification, Dr Carter has become the lead scientist on the Commonwealth research and 
development into new defences and weapons to combat the Martian threat and other alien threats.   
 
Deputy Prime Minister Michelle Camberthorne, MCP (Member of the Commonwealth Parliament) 
A dedicated member of the Protectorate parliament, Miss Camberthorne is a strong and independent politician 
who is very forthright in her views regarding the state of the nation. Before the Oak Island Accords Miss 
Camberthorne was a strong proponent of independence from the Commonwealth, believing that the 
protectorate should not strive to re-join the rest of the old empire but rather create their own and stop harking 
back to a bygone age of glory. Since her election to DPM however, her views have moderated slightly in the wake 
of this new circumstance and the potential and possibility that it brings.  
 
 



 

 

National Outlook 
The main outlook of the Commonwealth is one of stoicism and determination. The nature of the 
Commonwealth has now fundamentally changed and with it a lot of the attitudes that used to pervade against 
many of the now member nations. This is a new, strong nation, united under a strong Queen and powerful 
government and defence force. They span the globe and treat their subjects with equal respect, regardless of 
nation or nationality. The world has seen the fortunes of these two nations join and become one, many people 
are saying, just at the time when the world needed it the most…  
 
The Commonwealth Home and Abroad 
The Nations of the Commonwealth stay very similar as they were before the unification. Australia is still the 
hub of Royal power, while the Commonwealth retains the political powerbase. All, however, are united in the 
idea that the Commonwealth and its citizens worldwide should be of one mind and one thought when it comes 
to the protection of all.  
The Commonwealth surface navy, Army and Air Armada represents one of the largest offensive and defensive 
forces in the world today. A combined army of specialised and regular troops that are led by the British 
Wellington class Dreadnaughts and the Giant Victoria Sky Fortresses, or Vickys as they are known by the 
Australian sky marines.  
The nations forces are spread far and wide to bolster and protect its various regions of control and make sure 
that the defence of the Realm act is upheld in all parts of the Commonwealth.  
 
A Note on Current Weaponry and Defences 
Gauss technology is the mainstay of Commonwealth engineering and science. A strange mix of Earth science 
and Martian technology and resources provides a simple and easy to use matrix of “gauss” powered items that 
allow the nation to mass produce cheaply and equip their soldiers and civilian support with a wide array of 
technology to fight and defend their respective borders.  
 
The joint forces of the Commonwealth now see the British navy and the Australian Sky Armada together as one 
force. .The vast, semi-automated metal dreadnoughts of Britannia still rule the waves. This is in stark contrast 
to the Australian Sky Armada who favours aerial power over naval strength. 
Gauss cannons, rifles and pistols are the mainstay of Commonwealth weaponry. 
 
Politics 
TRIAC operatives from the Commonwealth have the following views towards the allied nations: 
 
Russian Collective 
The Commonwealth exhibits a general disinterest in this direction. The Collective don’t want much to do with 
the world and the Commonwealth isn’t that interested in them. That is so long as they don’t try and challenge 
or interfere with Commonwealth protectorates there is no concern there.  
 
Prussian Hegemony 
Britannic distrust and hostility exist towards Prussia. Ever since the incidents with alleged stolen tech, the two 
nations have mistrusted each other, and it has simmered into almost outright hatred. Coupled with the 
Prussians reminding them of their royal past, it makes for an awkward detente. This has not really changed 
with the Unification and Prussians still remember the slight that Britain caused their nation.  
 
Federated American Union 
The relationship between these two nations has suffered since the reunification. Given the links between Victoria 
and her grandfather George III, who was reviled throughout America, the relationship will never be good and it 
has seen a breakdown in Britannic and FAU relations.  
 
Imperial Eastern Union 
Relations with the now very much smaller IEU are still good. The Royal links between the Sax Coburg’s and the 
Imperial family have been good for years and this has not changed now that Sakura has risen to her mothers 
seat of power.  
 
 
 



 

 

Antarctic Concord 
With the reunification, there is no further need for enmity between the two nations. Lancing has passed from 
power and the world and the Australian influence has calmed any old grudges that existed between Britannia 
and the floating nation of Antarctic Concordia.  
 
 

General Costume and Kit Guidelines 

 
There are many different military units within the Commonwealth and RAP. Marines from both sides 

wear predominantly red apparel but there are also green and blue regiments as well. In the 

Commonwealth, Naval uniform is Blue and in the RAP the predominant uniform is air force grey.  

Traditional dress in the Commonwealth ranges from high 19th century fashion to industrial wear and 

common garb. The Protectorate has a more rustic feel with a large proportion of the citizens 

being native or convicts. The high fashion styles of the Commonwealth are less prevalent here 

and even Her Majesty is seen in more sensible garb when she travels.  

 

Note: Of all the nations in the world The Commonwealth and Protectorate are the most “Steampunk” 

oriented of the nations in AOA. That is not to say that the rest of the world has elements of this genre but 

the nature of the Gauss tech lends itself more to the style.  

 
 


